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August 8, 2022

Dear Students, Parents and Staff,

I hope that this letter finds you and your loved ones with great health and that you have been able to rest
this summer. I would like to foremost thank you for your time, efforts and the sacrifices that you all make to
Catholic Education. It is with a sad note to inform yout that Dr. Cristina Cruz will no longer be the Principal for
Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Academy. As, she transitions we will continue to pray for her and more than
anything thank her for all the the love and dedication that she provided us with, during her tenure at Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic Academy. She will be moving on to another school closer to home due to personal reasons.
She will be greatly missed.

It is a great pleasure and honor for me to welcome the new principal of Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic
Academy, Francis Serpico. Principal Serpico has been in education for 23 years and has worked in several
schools for New York City and as well as the Diocese of Brooklyn. During his time as an educator he has
remained successful in delivering positive results.

Mr. Francis Serpico was born in Williamsburg, Brooklyn and has twenty three years of teaching experience.
He attended Cathedral Prep Seminary High School in Elmhurst Queens in which he went on to earn his B.A. in
Education from St. Francis College in Brooklyn and his M.S. Ed from St. John's University in Queens. Mr.
Serpico taught six years in the Diocese of Brooklyn in which he taught Science and Religion. During several
summers Mr. Serpico taught 9th through 12th grade Theology and 10th grade English at Bishop Loughlin
Memorial High School. He then joined a team of twelve educators that began an alternative public school in the
South Bronx. At this alternative school, Mr. Serpico taught middle school Science and 12th grade Physics. He
was appointed the middle school team leader and acting Principal when needed. After nine years of public school
education, Mr. Serpico came back to the Diocese of Brooklyn in which he taught grades 4 through 8 Social
Studies, Science and Religion at St. Joan of Arc in Jackson Heights. While at St. Joan of Arc, he oversaw the
STEAM program, conducted professional development for teachers in technology, and was part of the
administration team. Mr. Serpico joined the Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Academy community four years ago.
He was the middle school science and eighth grade homeroom teacher. During his time at Our Lady of Sorrows
Catholic Academy, he has helped parents and students apply for catholic and public high school. Mr. Serpico was
also the religion coordinator in organizing school liturgies and part of the school leadership team. He is the
Youth Minister at St. Elizabeth of Hungary in Melville, New York.

We ask you all to welcome Mr. Serpico and pray for him as he will continue to lead Catholic education in
our community. He will bring his experience and ideas into our school. We will work together to strive for the
best education as possible.

From the entire Board and Pastor, We welcome youl!

Blessings,
Leibniz Seottborgh Father Manuel Rudripuez
Leibniz A. Scottborgh, MSW Father Manuel Rodriguez

Board Chairman Pastor of Our Lady of Sorrows Parish
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8 de agosto de 2022

Querido estudiantes, padres y maestros,

Espero que esta carta los encuentre a usted y a sus seres queridos con excelente salud y que hayan
podido descansar este verano. Me gustarfa ante todo agradecetles por su tiempo, esfuerzos y los sacrificios
que todos ustedes hacen por la Educacion Catdlica. Es con una nota triste que les informo que la Dra.
Cristina Cruz ya no sera la Principal de la Academia Catolica Our Lady of Sorrows. A medida que haga la
transicion, continuaremos orando por ella y, mas que nada, le agradeceremos el amor y la dedicacién que nos
brindé durante su permanencia en la Academia Catolica Our Lady of Sorrows. Se trasladara a otra escuela
mas cercana a su casa por motivos personales. LLa vamos a extrafiar muchisimo.

Es un gran placer y un honor para mi dar la bienvenida al nuevo Principal de la Academia Catolica
Nuestra Sefiora de los Dolores, Francis Serpico. El Principal Serpico se ha dedicado a la educacion durante
23 afios y ha trabajado en varias escuelas de la ciudad de Nueva York y la Didcesis de Brooklyn. Durante su
tiempo como educador, se ha mantenido exitoso en la entrega de resultados positivos.

El Sr. Francis Serpico nacié en Williamsburg, Brooklyn y tiene veintitrés afios de experiencia educativa.
Asisti6 a la escuela secundaria Cathedral Prep Seminary en Elmhurst Queens, donde obtuvo su B.A. en
Educacion de St. Francis College en Brooklyn y su M.S. Ed de la Universidad de St. John en Queens. El Sr.
Serpico ensend seis afios en la Diécesis de Brooklyn en la que ensené Ciencias y Religion. Durante varios
veranos, el St. Serpico ensefié Teologia de 9° a 12° grado e Inglés de 10° grado en la Escuela Secundatia
Bishop Loughlin Memorial. Luego se unié a un equipo de doce educadores que comenzaron una escuela
publica alternativa en el sur del Bronx. En esta escuela alternativa, el St. Serpico ensefié Ciencias en la
escuela intermedia y Fisica en el grado 12. También fue nombrado lider del equipo de la escuela intermedia y
principal interino cuando fue necesario. Después de nueve afios de educacion en escuelas publicas, el Sr.
Serpico regresé a la Didcesis de Brooklyn, donde ensefi6 estudios sociales, ciencias y religion de los grados 4
al 8 en St. Joan of Arc en Jackson Heights. Mientras estuvo en St. Joan of Arc, también superviso el
programa STEAM, realiz6 desarrollo profesional para maestros en tecnologfa y formé parte del equipo
administrativo. El St. Serpico se uni6 a la comunidad de la Academia Catdlica Our Lady of Sorrows hace
cuatro afios. Fue el maestro de ciencias de la escuela secundaria y el maestro de aula de octavo grado.
Durante su tiempo en la Academia Catolica Our Lady of Sorrows, ayudo a padres y estudiantes a postularse
para escuelas secundarias catolicas y publicas. El Sr. Serpico también fue el coordinador de religion en la
organizacion de liturgias escolares y parte del equipo de liderazgo escolar. También es el Ministro de la
Juventud en St. Elizabeth of Hungtia en Melville, Nueva York.

Les pedimos a todos que den la bienvenida al St. Serpico y oren por él, ya que continuara liderando la
educacion catdlica en nuestra comunidad. El traerd su experiencia e ideas a nuestra escuela. Trabajaremos

juntos para luchar por la mejor educacién posible.

De parte de toda la Junta y Pastor, jLes damos la bienvenidal

Bendiciones,
Leibniz Seottborph Father Mauel Rodripuez
Leibniz A. Scottborgh, MSW Father Manuel Rodriguez

Presidente de la Junta Pastor de la Parroquia Los Dolores



